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 Camera Shots

Complete any six of the following requirements to earn this badge:

1.  Get Ready, Get Set

      Learn how to maintain and clean your still or video camera. Also find out how to remove a completed roll of film or tape, insert a new roll or tape, or transfer digital images onto a computer.

Answer the following questions about your camera:

a) Who is the camera made by?

b) What type of camera is it? (example:  35 mm, Polaroid Instamatic, digital)

c) What speed film or digital card does the camera use?

d) Can the camera be used to take pictures in low light (no sun, in a poorly lit room)?

e) Can the camera be used under water?

f) Does the camera have a flash?

g) Explain to someone how to hold the camera, what button(s) to push to take a picture, how to advance the film.

h) What do you need to do to maintain the camera?

i) How do you clean the camera?

j) How do you store the camera when it is not in use?

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

2.        Camera Shop

      Learn about three different types of still or video cameras and three different kinds o film, and about other ways of recording or shooting pictures.

The three kinds of cameras I learned about were:

1.

2.

3.

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

3.  The Basics

      Learn to use a video camera. Find out how to turn it off and on, where to put the battery and how to recharge it, how to insert and remove the tape, how to record, how to view what you have taped, and what special effects your camera has.

Answer the following questions about your camera:

a. Who is the camera made by?

b. How does the camera store video?

c. Can the camera be used to take pictures in low light? (no sun, in a poorly lit room)

d. Can the camera be used under water?

e. Explain to someone how to hold the camera, what button(s) to push to take a picture, and how to stop shooting.

f. How do you clean the camera and store the camera when it is not in use?

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________
4.  Portraits

      Have friends or family members pose for you. Take:

· Full-body poses

· Close-ups of their faces

· Action shots

How do your photos or videos show the personality of their subject?

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

5.  Be a Sports Photographer

      To capture a sporting event or athlete, you need to get as close as you can to the action. Practice shooting friends as they jump rope or snowboard, or play softball or soccer. Take at least ten pictures or videotape for ten minutes. Try to learn the best ways to take pictures or shoot a video when things are moving quickly.

I took pictures of the following event:_______________________________________

Comments:

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

6.  Landscape

      Take at least five photographs that focus on the environment: sunsets, storms, water, trees, hills, buildings, skylines.

I took pictures of the following:

My favorite picture:

Why?

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

7. Show Time

      Select one of your best photographs - enlarge it and create a special frame for it. Or 

select one of your best videotapes - edit it, record music or dialogue to accompany it, and show it to friends and family or enter a photography contest.

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

8.  Tell a Story

      Take at least five pictures (for example: squirrel sitting, squirrel climbing a tree, squirrel holding a nut, squirrel hiding the nut).  or create a videotape to tell a story or to illustrate a children's book or poem.

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

9.  Screen Test

      Directors on camera people check their work every day at a screening called "dailies." They can see what worked and what has to be reshot. Try your hand at videotaping a family or Girl Scout event - a party, a conversation, or a sport. then have a screening party with some of your friends and family. What worked? What didn't? What might you do differently the next time?

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

10.  Getting It In Shape

      Visit a video editing facility or spend some time with someone who knows how to edit videotapes. Find out what kinds of computer hardware and software can be used for editing and special effects. Learn what is involved in editing, dubbing, adding titles, and creating special effect. Do some simple edits and titles for your own video production.

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

11.  Practice your skills

Pick 4 of the feelings below and take 1 picture that will show the feeling:

a) Fun (examples: birds, squirrels, or bugs playing together)

b) Sadness (examples: leaves changing color, dead creature, dead tree)

c) Anger (example: stormy clouds)

d) Pride (example: cat tail, any straight stiff plant)

e) Happiness (example: bright blue sky)

f) Fear (example: moon over a dead tree branch or moon over a branch without any leaves)

g) Loneliness (example: a single rock apart from a group of rocks)

Completed:_______________
Initials of supervising adult:___________

Taking a Better Photo

Contributed by Michele Lago

You don't have to be professional with an expensive camera to get a great photo. It does take a little planning and some practice but you can take great photos by following a few simple guidelines:

Film

If all your pictures will be taken outside on a bright sunny day 100 speed is your best choice. Use 400 only in low light. When in doubt, choose 200 speed.

Lighting

Whenever possible, shoot outside on an overcast day. Bright sunny days will create distracting shadows and make your subjects squint. When shooting indoors, use as much natural light as possible. Take your pictures in a bright room near a window with indirect lighting.

Flash

Check the range of your flash in the owner's manual. Shooting too close with a flash will overexposure your film and your photo will be washed out. Too far away and the picture will be too dark even with the flash.

Distance

Generally, you want to be as close as possible to your subject.

Composition

There are endless possibilities for taking an interesting photo. Until you are ready to experiment, you can get good results by choosing a single strong subject for your picture. Your subject can be one person or a group of flowers but make sure you have something that stands out in the picture.

For more interest, try placing your subject off center or shooting with something in the foreground.

Helpful Links

http://www.kodak.com/eknec/PageQuerier.jhtml?pq-path=38&pq-locale=en_US
http://www.homeworkspot.com/high/finearts/photography.htm

